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ADVERTISEMENT. 



In a Parish, which for a Jong series of years 
had been little troubled with Dissent, but is 
now invaded — from without — by separatists of 
various denominations, ft is nlitural that its 
aged Pastor should wish and endef^\;our to keep 
his flock from wandering, and froip deserting 
the pure and scriptural faith, in^hich they have 
been baptized, and brought up. That the 
Pastor above mentioned has not been so 
utterly inattentive to the spiritual wants of his 
Parishioners as his assailants would seem to 
insinuate, may, perhaps, in some degree be 
inferred from the list of some of his little publi- 
cations, most of which were suggested by what 
appeared to him to be the wants of his own 
Parish, and a large proportion of which have 
been again and again, — "line upon line, and 
precept upon precept" — delivered from the 
Pulpit, with such measure of impressiveness as 
he was able to impart to them. 



IV ADVERTISEMENT. 

Of the first volume' of Eleven Sermons, 
300 copies were printed for gratuitous distri- 
bution in the Parish, and several hundreds have 
been given since. 

Shrivenham, Jan. 1862. 

* Of this volume, 16,000 copies had been sold 
previously to the year 1836. 



SERMON I. 

THE PRAYEK BOOK A FORM OF SOUND WORDS. 
Second Sunday in Advent. 



2 Tim. i. 13. 

Holdfast the form of sound words. 

The return of the second Sunday in Advent 
again calls our attention to the goodness of God 
in giving us the holy Scriptures, to be " a lantern 
unto our feet and a light unto our paths" in our 
journey through life, — in our pilgrimage through 
this evil world, — those Scriptures, which are 
indeed able to make us wise unto salvation. 

Year aftier year I have endeavoured to set before 
you, how greatly it was our duty and our interest 
to make the Scriptures our frequent study, — to 
read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them; 
praying earnestly to that Holy Spirit, by whom 
they were indited, to assist us in understanding 
them^ and in applying them to our own con- 
sciences, to our daily practice and conversation. 

B 



2 THE PRAYEB BOOK 

None of you need to be informed^ that the 
Holy Church, of which we are members, con- 
siders the Bible, the revealed word of God, as 
the only authoritative standard, the only rule of 
faith. She accordingly lays it down in her sixth 
Article, that '*Holy Scripture containeth all 
things necessary to salvation ; so that whatsoever 
is not read therein, nor may be proved thereby, 
is not to be required of any man that it should 
be believed as an article of faith, or to be thought 
requisite or necessary to salvation." Our Church, 
consequently, may be considered as built ** upon 
the foundation' of the Apostles and Prophets," — 
the Apostles and apostolic men who were the 
writers of the New Testament, and the Prophets, 
the penmen of the Old Testament, those holy 
men of old who wrote as they were moved by 
the Holy Ghost, — " Jesus Christ himself being 
the chief corner-stone." 

But while the whole of the sacred volume, 
called the Bible, (which word means the Book,) 
is received as having been written under. the 
guidance of one and the self-same Spirit, yet it 
consists, we know, of many distinct and separate 
books, written by different men, at sundry times 
and in divers manners, some of those books 
being principally historical, some chiefly pro- 
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phetical^ — (I use the words principcUly and 
chiefly, because in most of those holy writings, 
history, and prophecy, and moral teaching are 
blended together,) — some practical and moral, 
and some consisting, mainly, of prayers, praises, 
and thanksgivings to the great Author of all 
good things. 

But amidst this diversity of subjects, and 
diversity of penmen, it is not unnatural that 
there should exist much diversity in the easiness, 
or the difficulty, of interpretation. While all 
that is absolutely necessary for the soul's health, 
necessary to make a man wise unto salvation, 
is readily accessible to the humble searcher of 
God's word, so that, according to the language 
of the prophet Isaiah, *' the wayfaring men 
though fools shall not err therein," yet in the 
Scriptures there are also high and deep mys- 
teries, which the utmost learning and diligence 
of men have not been able fully to penetrate. 
For the humble and single-hearted man, who 
reads the Scriptures with a view to his own 
individual edification, the directions given in the 
Homily of our Church, are very excellent and 
very useful. " I shall shew you," says the Homily, 
" how you may read without danger of error. 
Read it humbly with a meek and lowly heart, to 
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the intent you may glorify God, and not yourself, 
with the knowledge of it. And read it not 
without daily praying to God, that He would 
direct your reading to good eflFect. And take 
upon you to expound it no farther, than you 
can plainly understand it. For (as St. Augustine 
saith) " the knowledge of Holy Scripture is a 
great, large, and a high place, but the door is 
very low, so that the high and arrogant man 
cannot run in, but he must stoop low and 
humble himself, that shall enter into it. Pre- 
sumption and arrogance are the mother of all 
error; and humility needeth to fear no error." 

You may remember that St. Peter, when 
speaking of the Epistles of "his beloved brother 
Paul," says, " in which are some things hard to 
be understood, which they that are unlearned 
and unstable wrest, as they do also tlie other 
Scriptures, unto their own destruction." And 
if this be true, as it certainly is, of the Epistles 
of St. Paul, so is it true also of very many parts 
of the Old Testament. With reference, for 
instance, to the full understanding of the pro- 
phetical writings, in addition to an acquaintance 
with the original languages in which they were 
written, the Hebrew and the Chaldee, it is 
desirable to have an accurate knowledge of the 
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ancient history of the kingdoms of the East^ 
with their successive revolutions, and also of the 
manners, and habits, and, we may say, of the 
climates and natural productions of the countries 
of which they speak. 

And here I would add by the way, it is most 
intereisting and edifying, to see how much light 
is continually thrown upon the prophecies of 
Scripture by the researches and narratives of 
modern travellers j and this, not only with re- 
spect to the mighty empires of Nineveh and 
Babylon, but with respect also to the less im- 
portant states and cities nearer to Jerusalem, 
and seated on the coast of the eastern extremity 
of the Mediterranean sea. Even during the last 
week, I have been reading in the travels of a 
layman *, long resident in those countries, how 
strikingly have been fulfilled, as is apparent even 
at this present day, the prophecies of the Old 
Testament, relating to Gaza, and Ekron, and 
Sidon, and Tyre, and the countries adjoining. 

Amidst these various and acknowledged 
difficulties, it is not to be wondered at, that 
there should exist great diversities of interpreta- 
tion, and also great *' wrestings" of Scripture, 
especially when the interpretation is boldly 

• Neale's Syria and Palestine. 
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taken in hand by those^ whom St. Peter desig- 
nates as unlearned and unstable men. This 
was most unhappily and notoriously the case, 
during the triumph of fanaticism and spiritual 
pride, in this country, in the great Rebellion, 
two hundred years ago, and has ever since been 
cast in our teeth as a reproach by the corrupt 
and idolatrous Church of Rome, that Church 
which, in so many instances, has made the word 
of God of none effect through her own tradi- 
tions. And perhaps it must be acknowledged, 
that it is, in no little degree, the case at this 
present time. All the many various religious 
denominations, into which the professedly Chris- 
tian people of this land are unhappily divided; 
— (and you will observe, that in merely men- 
tioning their names or. desiff nations, I do not 
in the slightest degree speak disparagingly or 
unkindly of any) — all these various sects, whether 
Arians, or Socinians, or Baptists, or Presby- 
terians, or Independents, or what not, — all pro- 
fess to derive their doctrines from Scripture, — 
some with a greater, and some with a less, inter- 
mixture of the pride of human reason, of that 
philosophy and vain deceit, against which the 
Colossians are cautioned by St. Paul. 

Amidst all these various and conflicting 
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opinions^ many of them not tied to any certain 
rule or standard of doctrine, great cause for 
thankfulness have we of the Church of England 
in the possession of our scriptural and beautiful 
Liturgy. I have before repeatedly observed to 
you, that the greater part of our Church Service 
consists of the very words of Scripture ; as, the 
Psalms, the Lessons, the Scriptural Hymns^ 
the Epistles and Gospels; and the remainder 
expresses the sentiments and the spirit of 
Scripture, geneiully in scriptural language. And 
I feel no hesitation in saying, that a humble- 
minded man, who, with prayer for divine assist- 
ance, listens attentively to the Church Service, 
and from his heart joins in her prayers, may 
from that Service alone learn all that is neces- 
sary for his soul's health, all that is wanted to 
make him wise unto salvation. A consistent 
member of the Church of England, with his 
Prayer Book in his hand and in his heart, 
knows what he is about. He has a certain 
rule — a form of sound words — to go by. He 
is not in danger of being carried about by 
every wind of doctrine. If he is properly 
attentive to the scriptural teaching of his 
Prayer Book, it matters comparatively little 
whether he likes the preacher or not And 
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that is the reason^ why I have so repeatedly 
endeavoured to impress upon you the con- 
viction, that this house of God is emphatically 
the house of Prayer, and that he will generally 
be found to be the best Christian, who goes to 
Church rather for prayer than for preaching. 
However dull, however unexciting, however 
unprofitable, my sermons may be, yet whenever 
you have, in spirit and in truths taken part in 
the worship of the Church, you may be very 
sure that your time has been profitably spent. 
Therefore let me exhort and entreat you to 
" hold fast the form of sound words," which 
you have in the Prayer Book, and to continue 
stedfast adherents to that Church, in which 
you have been baptized and brought up ; that 
Church, the scriptural doctrine of which is 
brought together in the Prayer Book. You 
will remember the prayer for Christian unity 
expressed by St. Paul, as in many other pas- 
sages, so also in the Epistle appointed for this 
day, where, after speaking of the benefit and 
edification to be derived from the Holy Scrip- 
tures, he goes on to say, "Now the God of 
patience and consolation grant you to be like- 
minded one towards another according to Christ 
Jesus, that ye may with one mind and one 
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mouth glorify God, even the Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ." With one mind and one 
MOUTH; united together in doctrine, in Christian 
fellowship, in Christian brotlierhood. There- 
fore " let us all walk by the same rule, let us 
mind the same thing." Be ye *' perfectly joined 
together in the same mind, and the same judg- 
ment **." 

The Holy Scriptures teach you, that steady 
adherence to unity and soundness of doctrine 
is not a matter of small importance. It is 
perhaps too much the spirit and practice of 
many of the present age, to treat soundness of 
doctrine as a thing of trivial consequence ; and 
to speak of a general feeling of philanthropy 
as comprising the whole of religion, or, at 
least, all that is essential. Most certainly we 
ought all of us to be actuated by a general 
feeling of benevolence or kindness, by a feeling 
of charity, towards all our fellow-Christians, of 
whatever denomination they may be, indeed, 
towards all our fellow-men, but still, we must 
not forget that " charity rejoices in the truth.'' 
We must not permit our kindness for men's 
persons to render us blind or insensible to 
error, or falseness, or corruption in doctrine. 

»> 1 Cor. i. ] 0. 
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Throughout the Epistles of St. Paul, we find 
numerous instances of his anxiety to maintain 
among his converts a steady adherence to the 
doctrines which he had preached to them. His 
very strong expressions in the first chapter of 
the Epistle to the Galatians, repeated by him 
again and again, will, I doubt not, occur to 
you. Among the purposes for which this great 
Apostle placed Timothy at Ephesus, and Titus 
in Crete, to superintend, to govern, the Churches 
founded in those places, one of paramount 
importance, was the maintenance of soundness 
and unity of doctrine. Thus at the very begin- 
ning of the first Epistle to Timothy, we find, 
that St. Paul had besought him '^ to remain at 
Ephesus," to '^ charge some that they preach 
no other doctrine*;" — ^no other than that, which 
they had received firom him, and to which they 
were exhorted stedfastly to adhere. Even 
without the spirit of prophecy, St. Paul, from 
his intimate knowledge of human nature, fore- 
saw that such exhortations would not be un- 
necessary. " The time will come," says he, 
" when they will not endure sound doctrine ; 
but after their own lusts shall heap unto them- 
selves teachers, having itching ears." He fore- 

c 1 Tim, i. 3. 
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saw that ignorant and light-minded men would 
be likely to be drawn away from sound doctrines, 
by the love of novelty, the love of change, by 
perverseness, by mere fickleness. St. Paul had 
taught the same Ephesians, over whom Timothy 
was placed, that the appointment of Christian 
Pastors was for the very purpose that they 
should be kept in the unity of the faith, and 
'^ be no more children, tossed to and fro, and 
carried about with every wind of doctrine*;" — 
with " divers and strange doctrines," as is said 
in the Epistle to the Hebrews. 

In a similar manner St. Paul charges Titus ^, 
'^ Speak thou the things that become sound 
doctrine." And here I would remark by 
the way, that if you look to the particular in- 
stances of sound doctrine which are given in 
this chapter, (and indeed throughout the whole 
of this Epistle,) you will find them to be all of 
a practical or moral character, — all certainly 
founded upOn Gospel faith, faith in ^* our 
Saviour Jesus Christ; who gave Himself for 
us, that He might redeem us from all iniquity, 
and purify unto Himself a peculiar people, 
zealous of good works ®." 

Remember, as 1 said before, that charity 

d Eph. iv. 13, 14. e Titus ii. 1. 
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KEJOICETH IN THE TRUTH, — in maintaining an 
undeviating regard for truth in all our inter- 
course one with another^ — but especially in 
THE TRUTH, in stedfast adherence to Christian 
doctrine. ** If ye continue in my word," said 
our blessed Lord to those Jews which believe 
on Him, " if ye continue to adhere to my 
doctrine, then are ye my disciples indeed. 
And ye shall know the truth, and the truth 
shall make you free V 

And thus his beloved disciple St. John 
says, " I have no greater joy than to hear 
that my children walk in the truth*." And, on 
the other hand, he had said in his preceding 
Epistle, " Whosoever transgresseth, and abideth 
not in the doctrine of Christ, hath not God\" 

And now, my brethren, suffer me to express 
my full and confident persuasion, that you, as 
consistent and attached members of the Church 
of England, are ready to acknowledge the im- 
portance of maintaining soundness, and unity 
of religious principles, and also the evil of 
being carried about by every wind of doctrine. 
I am persuaded also that you are ready to 
iacknowledge, that we have a body of sound 

' John viii. 81, 32. « 3d Ep. of St. John, ver. 4. 

^ 2 Ep. of St. John. 
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scriptural doctrine, a body of saving truths, 
comprised in our scriptural Liturgy, our Book 
of Common Prayer ; — that you acknowledge it, 
in short, to be a/orm of sound words. There- 
fore, hold it fast. Consider the Prayer Book 
as a bond of Christian union, as your birth- 
right, which is not to be lightly or tamely 
given up. Do not suffer any fickleness, any 
love of change or novelty, any desire (like 
the Athenians of old) to " hear some new 
thing," induce you to give it up or to neglect 
it, for you know not what. I am conscientiously 
convinced, that the teaching the doctrine which 
the Prayer Book contains, and the spirit of 
devotion by which it is pervaded, assisted, as in 
every thing we must be assisted, by the Holy 
Spirit of God, are indeed able through faith in 
Christ to save your souls. Therefore, my 
beloved brethren, once more I exhort you, in 
your adherence, in your holding fast, to the 
Prayer Book, to be stedfast and unmoveable, 
always abounding in the work of the Lord^ 
forasmuch as ye know that your labour is not in 
vain in the Lord. 



SERMON 11. 

THE CHRISTIAN MINISTRY.* 
Third Sunday in Advent. 



1 Cor. iv. ] * 

Let a man so account of us, as of the ministers of Christ, 
and stewards of the mysteries of God, 

Such are the words in which the great 
Apostle of the Gentiles asserts the claim of 
himself and his fellow-labourers in the Gospel 
to the attention, the deference, and respect of 
those to whom his instructions and admonitions 
were addressed. It is not unnatural or un- 
reasonable to inquire^ whether these words 
applies to St. Paul and the first teachers of the 
Gospel exclusively, or whether they may be 
applicable to Christian ministers in all succeed- 
ing ages, to whom, as it should seem, the 

» The same line of argument which is used in this 
Sermon, was adopted in my Sermon on the Christian 
Priesthood, published in 1820. See Thirty-three Village 
Sermons on the Supplemental Catalogue of the Society 
for Promoting Christian Knowledge. 
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promise of Christ belongs, " Lo, I am with you 
alway, even to the end of the world ^." With 
reference to this inquiry, let me request your 
serious attention to the following considerations. 

Among the very many " peoples, nations, 
and languages," by whom most of the habitable 
parts of the globe are overspread, there are few 
which do not profess some form of religion, 
some approach to divine worship. Whatever 
that profession of religion, or the form of divine 
worship, may be, yet in almost every instance 
a distinct order of men is set apart to conduct 
the rites of divine worship, and to minister for 
the people in things pertaining to God. 

One of the most ancient nations of whom we 
have any authentic records are the people of 
the Jews, whom the Almighty chose as a 
peculiar people to Himself, to preserve among 
them, as a sacred deposit, the knowledge of 
Himself and of his laws, amidst the gross 
idolatry and corruptions, by which they were 
almost every where surrounded. You all know, 
how carefully and minutely, every thing relating 
to the rites and ceremonies of their religion is 
laid down in the books of Moses, the book.^ 
especially of Leviticus and Deuteronomy. The 

^ Matt, xxviii. 20. 
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administration of these rites and ceremonies 
was^ by Divine appointment^ committed in the 
first place to the high priest, who was supreme, 
then to the priests of the second order, and 
under them to the Levites. 

When our Blessed Lord began his public 
ministry on earth, and preached the glad-tidings 
of salvation, and the fulfilment of the Jewish 
law and ritual in Himself, He first appointed 
the twelve Apostles, and afterwards, '^ other 
seventy also, and sent them two and two before 
his face into every city and place whither He 
Himself would come ''." And when our Lord's 
ministry on earth was completed, and He was 
now about to return to his Father, He provided 
for the future continuance of the Apostolical 
office, by saying to his Apostles, "As my 
Father hath sent me, even so send I you. And 
when He had said this, He breathed on them, 
and saith unto them. Receive ye the Holy Ghost : 
Whose soever sins ye remit, they are remitted 
unto them; and whose soever sins ye retain 
they are retained ^" And again in St. Luke's 
Gospel, "Behold, I send the promise of my 
Father upon you, but tarry ye in the city of 
Jerusalem, until ye be endued with power from 

c Luke X. 1. d John xx. 21, 22, 28. 

C 
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on high^" With such power they were endued 
on the day of Pentecost, and were then invested 
with full and complete authority to send forth, 
to ordain^ other men to preach the Gospel, and 
to succeed themselves in the Apostolical office. 
You need not to be told how St. Paul was 
miraculously converted on his way to Damascus, 
and taken as a chosen vessel unto Christ, '^ to 
bear His name before the Gentiles, and kings, 
and the children of Israel*;" or again, how the 
Holy Ghost said to the disciples at Antioch, 
^^ Separate me Barnabas and Saul, for the work 
whereunto I have called themV That work 
was to preach the Gospel, and also, to ordain 
Elders, or Presbyters, in every city, to cany on 
the holy work of which they themselves had 
laid the foundation. I doubt not that you well 
remember^the solemn charge which St. Paul at 
Miletus gave to the Elders or Presbyters of the 
Church of Ephesus, who had apparently been 
ordained by him. " Take heed unto yourselves, 
and to all the flock over which the Holy Ghost 
hath made you overseers, to feed the Church 
of God, which He hath purchased with his own 
blood." An instance of their exercise of this 
power of ordination you have in the following 

* Luke xxiv. 49. « Acts ix. 16. ^ Acts xiii. % 
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chapter, where we read, that Paul and Barnabas 
ordained ^]ders, or Presbyters, in every Church; 
(in Greek, the language in which the Acts of 
the Apostles was written, the word is the same.) 
And this power of ordaining, which they them- 
selves had received from on high, they appear 
to have been authorized to impart to others. 
Thus St. Paul left Timothy at Ephesus, and 
Titus in Crete, to preside over, to govern, the 
Churches which he had established in those 
places. " To reprove, to rebuke, and to ex- 
hort with all authority." To the latter he says, 
•* For this cause left I thee in Crete, that thou 
shouldest set in order the things that are want- 
ing, and ordain elders in every city, as I had 
appointed thee^;" and to both these holy men 
St. Paul gives particular directions as to the 
qualifications which they were to Yequire in 
those who were by them to be ordained to the 
work of the ministry, whether as Presbyters, or 
Priests, or as Deacons. Of the two latter 
offices we^ find repeated mention; and it is 
evident that Timothy and Titus were invested 
with ecclesiastical authority over them, as well 

« Titus i, 5. 

^ The first appointment of Deacons we read in the 
sixth chapter of the Acts of the Apostles. 
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as with the power of ordaining, — the authority 
and power^ in shorty possessed bj Bishops of 
the present day. And I believe that it may be 
asserted, without contradiction or dispute^ that 
for fifteen hundred years, Episcopacy universally 
prevailed throughout the whole of Christendom^ 
and that there was no Christian Church without 
a Bishop; the Episcopal office and authority 
having been handed down in succession from 
the very time of the Apostles. Accordingly, 
the Preface to our Ordination Service in the 
Prayer Book says, 

'' It is evident unto all men, diligently reading 
the holy Scriptures and ancient authors, that 
from the Apostles' time there have been three 
Orders of Ministry in Christ's Church ; Bishops, 
Priests, and Deacons. Which offices were 
evermore had in such reverend estimation, that 
no man might presume to execute any of them, 
except he were first called, tried, examined, and 
known to have such qualities as are requisite 
for the same; and also by public prayer, and 
imposition of hands, were approved and ad- 
mitted thereunto by lawful authority. And 
therefore, to the intent that those Orders may 
be continued, and reverently used and esteemed 
in the Church of England, no man shall be 
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accounted or taken to be a lawful Bishop, 
Priest, or Deacon in the Church of England, 
or suffered to execute any of the said functions, 
except he be called, tried, examined, and 
admitted thereunto, according to the form given 
in the Prayer Book, or hath had formerly 
Episcopal Consecration or Ordination." 

Of the ancient authors here referred to, as 
giving their attestation to Episcopacy, one of 
the most ancient is Clement, mentioned by 
St. Paul in the fourth chapter of the Epistle to 
the Philippians, who lived not long after the 
ascension of our Lord. St. Ignatius, nearly as 
ancient, and a succession of the early Fathers, 
bear testimony to the same effect. 

At the time of the Reformation from Popery, 
the Bishops in France and Germany, who still 
adhered to the corruptions of Romanism, refused, 
not unnaturally^ to ordain men who had imbibed 
the purer doctrines of the Reformation. In 
order, therefore, to carry on the Ministerial 
succession in those countries, they were com- 
pelled, almost as a matter of necessity, to have 
recourse to Presbyterian ordination. In Eng- 
land, however, some of the most learned and 
devoted of our Bishops promoted the Re- 
foimation to the utmost of their power, it 
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was thus carried on under Episcopal superin- 
tendence; and the Episcopal succession^ and 
Episcopal ordination, were happily retained. 
Some of the most distinguished among the 
foreign reformers appear to have been fully 
sensible of the advantage thus possessed by the 
Church of England, I believe that Calvin and 
Beza^ names held in the highest estimation, 
and possessed of the highest authority among 
the Presbyterians, both expressed their opinion, 
that no censure, no blame, could be too strong 
for those men, who set at nought the Episcopacy 
of the Church of England. And in the time 
of James I., the President of the Synod of 
Dort^ in the Presbyterian country of Holland, 
when alluding to our Episcopate, seemed to 
lament that his countrymen had not been so 
happy as to retain it'. 

You may have observed, that the Preface to 
the Ordination Service which I have read, says, 
that "no unordained person may presume to 
officiate in the Church of England'' It says 
nothing of foreign Churches. The XXIIId 
Article runs thus; " It is not lawful for any man 
to take upon him the office of public preaching, 
or ministering the Sacraments in the congrega- 

^ Bogermannus. * non sumus adeo felices. 
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tioD, before he be lawfully called and sent to 
execute the same. And those, we ought to 
judge lawfully called and sent, which be chosen 
and called to this work by men who have 
public authority given unto them in the con- 
gregation, to call and send Ministers into the 
Lord's vineyard." It would seem that this 
XXIIId Article does not deny the validity 
of Presbyterian Ordination, in countries, where 
that mode of Ordination is established by law, 
but at the same time it gives no opinion in 
its favour. 

All seem to concur in thinkings that in order 
to be qualified for the public exercise of 
the Ministry, there must be an inward call^ 
and an outward and lawful mission. Accord- 
ing to the language of Scripture, "No man 
taketh this honour to himself, but he that is 
called of God^." Accordingly, in the Ordi- 
nation Service of our Church, the candidate 
for holy Orders is asked, " Do you trust that 
you are inwardly moved by the Holy Ghost to 
take upon you this office and ministration, to 
serve God for the promoting of his glory, and 
the edifying of his people?" To which the 
candidate answers — not positively and pre- 

k Heb. V. 4. 
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sumptuously that he is so moved, — but, with 
all humility, *^ I trust so.'' And with respect 
to the outward mission, the words of Scripture 
are, " How shall they preach except they be 
sent'?" — sent into the Lord's vineyard by those 
who have authority. 

I conscientiously believe, that it is most 
clearly and satisfactorily proved, that Episcopal 
Ordination is most accordant with the practice 
of the Apostles, and with that of the universal 
Church of Christ for fifteen hundred years ; and 
therefore it is that we Clergymen of the Church 
of England, whatever our personal qualifications 
may be, yet venture to say, with all humility, in 
the words of the text, ^^ Let a man so account 
of us, as of the ministers of Christ, and stewards 
of the mysteries of God." " Stewards of the 
mysteries of God," — which words may be fairly 
understood as meaning, or at least applying to, 
the administration of the two Holy Sacraments 
appointed by Christ Himself. No sense of 
weakness and imperfection, no feelings of hu- 
mility, should prevent us from being ready to 
place, in a proper point of view, the nature and 
dignity of our calling, or withhold us from 
magnifying our office. 

^ Bom. X. 15. 
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Every person who joins in reciting the 
Apostles' Creed, professes his belief in the 
JHoly Catholic Church, Now it seems abso- 
lutely essential to the very existence of a Church, 
as a well-constituted, well-ordered, outward, 
visible society, that there should be officers or 
ministers regularly appointed to celebrate her 
rites and ordinances, to caiTy on her ministra- 
tions. Accordingly, the XlXth Article of the 
Church of England states, that " the visible 
Church of Christ is," — not a wild, discordant 
assemblage of all the various denominations, 
who assume to themselves the name of Chris- 
tians, but — '* a congregation of faithful men, 
in which the pure word of God is preached, 
and the Sacraments be duly administered, ac- 
cording to Christ's ordinance, in all things that 
of necessity are requisite to the same." Almost 
all the discordant sects or denominations, above 
alluded to, profess to draw their teaching from 
the word of God. The purity of the doctrine, 
so professedly drawn from the word of God, is, 
according to the judgment of the Church of 
England, to be determined, by comparing it 
with her Liturgy and Articles. A criterion, or 
standard, is thus furnished, for seeing, and 
marking, the difference between the teaching 
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of the Church of England, and that of the 
various sects and heresies, which, like her, 
appeal to the Holy Scriptures, but, as we think, 
pervert and misunderstand them. 

It is also from the Holy Scriptures that the 
Church of England derives her doctrine of the 
Sacraments, and pronounces that ^'Christ has 
ordained two Sacraments only, that is to say. 
Baptism, and the Supper of the Lord, Now 
1 believe that almost all denominations of 
Christians, who acknowledge any Sacraments at 
all, acknowledge, also, that they are not rashly 
to be administered by any one, who chooses to 
administer them, but by men, in some manner, 
called and appointed to the office. The grounds 
and reasons on which we believe the Ministers 
of the Church of England to be lawfully called, 
according to the institution of Christ and his 
holy Apostles, I have already laid before you. 
If you have attended to what has been advanced, 
you will, I trust, acknowledge, that we have a 
right to apply to ourselves the words of the 
text, '^ Let a man so account of us as of the 
ministers of Christ, and stewards of the mys- 
teries of God." We are all humbly sensible 
that " we have this treasure in earthen vessels ™ ;" 

^ 2 Cor. iv. 7. 
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that " we are men of like passions," partakers of 
one common nature, with those among whom 
our ministiy is exercised. If in any instances 
our pastoral labours appear to be attended 
with success, so as to set forward the edification, — 
the saving of the souls^ — of those who hear us, 
we take no credit to ourselves, but acknowledge 
that " all our sufficiency is of God," and that 
neither is he that planteth any thing, nor he 
that watereth, since it is God only who giveth 
the increase. And as during the whole course 
of our ministry we are never without a deep 
feeling of weakness and imperfection, and much 
infirmity; as we constantly find reason to ex- 
claim, " Who is sufficient for these things ?" 
and as we unceasingly, in all humility of heart, 
implore God " to forgive us all our sins," — 
our sins of omission more especially, — " our 
negligences and ignorances ;" so when we look 
forward to the awful judgment of God, we all 
feel and acknowledge, that if God should be 
extreme to mark what is done amiss^ or left 
undone, none of us could abide it. We all 
feel and acknowledge, that we have no refuge, 
no hope, but in the atoning blood of Christ. 
But still, whatever our sense of our personal 
imperfections may be, we must not permit any 
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mistaken delicacy to withhold us from " magni- 
fying our office**," or from asserting its scrip- 
tural claim to attention and respect. We must 
stilly on fitting occasions, endeavour to impress 
upon the minds of the people committed to our 
charge ihe words of the Apostle, " We beseech 
you, brethren, to know them which labour 
among you, and are over you in the Lord, 
and admonish you; and to esteem them 
very highly in love for their works' sake^" 
We must still, when occasion calls for it, ven- 
ture to say in the language of the Epistle to 
the Hebrews, " Obey them that have the 
rule" — that is, spiritual rule — " over you, and 
submit yourselves: for they watch for your 
souls as they that must give account, that they 
may do it with joy, and not with griefs ;" or, 
in the words of two other verses of the same 
chapter, ** Remember them which have the rule 
over you, who have spoken unto you the word 
of God : whose faith follow, considering the end 
of their conversation ; Jesus Christ, the same 
yesterday, and to-day, and for ever." 

n Kom. xi. 13. o J Thess. v. 12. p Heb. xiii. 17. 7, 8. 
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The mention of the Sacrament oi Baptism in this 
Sermon, and peculiar circumstances, induce me to 
think it expedient to reprint a Note, which appeai'ed 
in my first volume of Sermons, published more than 
thirty years ago. 

The benefit of Baptism being so great, and its 
necessity so apparent, it is very right and fitting 
that parents should take an early opportunity of 
bringing their children to the baptismal font. The 
Prayer Book says, that " children who are baptized, 
dying before they commit actual sin, are undoubtedly 
saved." Consequently, a parent, who for a- long time 
wilfully defers the baptism of his child, acts as if he 
was regardless of its soul's health. You will not think 
that there is any impropriety in entering into covenant 
with God infants, who from their tender age cannot 
understand the conditions of that covenant, if you bear 
in mind that God Himself appointed, that, under the 
Old Testament dispensation^ the male-children should 
be entered into covenant with Him, by the sacrament 
of Circumcision, when they were only eight days old. 
Now the Christian Sacrament of Baptism appears to 
stand in the place of the Jewish sacrament of Circiun- 
cision; and like that, it is the instituted means of 
entering into Covenant with God ; and, certainly, there 
is no reason why it should not be administered at an 
equally early age. Little children, we know, are in the 
Gospel peculiarly invited to come to Christ, who " was 
much displeased with those who would have kept them 
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from Him." " SuflFer little children," said He, " to come 
unto Me, and forbid them not, for of such is the kingdom 
of God." If children were capable of being the peculiar 
objects of Christ's care and attention, and peculiarly 
fitted to be members of His Kingdom, surely they are 
capable of being admitted into covenant with Him by 
Baptism. When we read of the Apostles baptizing 
whole households, it is fair to infer, that tlie children 
in their families were not excluded. Again, St. Paul 
represents the children of believing parents as being 
holy; and if holy, certainly not incapable of being made 
members of the Church of God by Baptism ; but pro- 
bably called holy for that very reason, because they had 
been sanctified or made holy by the washing of Regene- 
ration. For all these reasons, supported by the constant 
and uniform practice of the Church of Christ from the 
earliest ages, we hold in the language of the XXVIIth 
Article, that " the baptism of young children is in any 
wise to be retained in the Church, as most agreeable 
with the institution of Christ" 

The Office of the Church of England for the Baptism 
of Infants is founded entirely upon the principle of 
faithf — of belief in the promises of Christ. It brings 
the infant to be baptized in compliance with the 
command of our Lord to His Apostles, to " baptize 
all nations;" and in compliance also with His gracious 
invitation, " Suffer little children to come unto Me, and 
forbid them not, for of such is the Kingdom of God." 
As the case of an infant, as yet untainted by actual sin, 
presents no hindrance, no obstacle, to the reception of 
God's grace, so, when our Lord has said, "Ask, and 
you shall have; seek, and you shall find; knock, and it 
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shall be opened unto you;" the Church humbly trusts, 
that He will be true to His word; that what Christ " has 
promised, He will most surely keep and perform." If 
the child, who has thus been admitted into covenant 
with God, should, when it comes to years of maturity, 
be on its part unmindful of its baptismal engagements, 
and fall into a state of unbelief and wilful obedience, 
and dies, without repentance, its baptism will profit 
him nothing, but will rather increase his condemnation. 

Here, however, I would add a passage from 
Bp. Bethell's excellent book on Baptism : " As to those 
who fall after Begeneration, their covenant state abides, 
but without any saving effect, because without present 
renovation : but this saving effect may be repaired and 
recovered by repentance." 

It may be worthy of observation, that, as in the early 
ages of the Church, the term Regenerate was used as 
synonymous with — as meaning the same as — Baptized, 
so in the latter part of the seventeenth century the 
word Begeneration* was often used by many of our 
most popular and able divines as synonymous with 
renovation. The absence of controversy rendered them 
inattentive to strict accuracy of expression. It is hardly 
necessary to say, that those who, with the Church of 
England, maintain the doctrine of Begeneration in 
Baptism, all agree in asserting the absolute necessity 
of renewal by the Holy Ghost during the whole course 
of the after life, the need of being renewed day by day. 

* The precise word Regeneration occurs, I think, hut twice in the 
New Testament ; once, as it seems, in reference to the final con- 
summation of all things, and once, in evident connexion with 
Baptism, — ** the washing of Begeneration.** Titus iii. 5. 
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For the information of Wesleyans, a few extracts are 
subjoined from Wesley's very able Treatise on Baptism. 

** Baptism is performed by washing, dipping, or 
sprinkling the person, in the name of the Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghost, who is thereby devoted to the ever- 
blessed Trinity. I say, by washing, dipping, or sprinkling; 
because it is not determined in Scripture in which of 
these ways it shall be done; neither by any express 
precept, nor by any such example as clearly proves it ; 
nor by the force or meaning of the word Baptize," &c. &c. 

" The words Baptize and Baptism do not necessarily 
imply dipping, but are used in other senses in several 
places. Thus we read, that the Jews were aU baptized in 
the clovd and in the sea. (1 Cor. x. 2.) But they were 
not plunged in eitlier. They could therefore be only 
sprinkled by drops of the sea-water, and refreshing dews 
jfrom the cloud," &c. &c. 

** And as there is no modem proof of dipping in 
Scripture, so there is very probable proof of the con- 
trary. Tis highly probable, the Apostles themselves 
baptized great numbers, (3000 at one time and 5000 
at another,) not by dipping, but by washing, sprinkling, 
or pouring water. This clearly represented the cleansing 
from sin, which is figured by Baptism. And the quantity 
of water used was not material; no more than the 
quantity of bread and wine in the Lord's Supper," 
&c, &c, 

" II. 1. What are the Benefits we receive by Baptism, is 
the next point to be considered. And the first of these 
is, the washing away the guilt of original sin, by the 
application of the merits of Christ's death," &c. &c. 

" 2. By Baptism we enter into covenant with God ; 
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into that everlasting covenant, which He hath com 
manded for ever. (Ps. cxi.) That new covenant, which 
He promised to make with the spiritual Israel : even to 
give them a new heart and a new spirit^ to sprinkle clean 
water upon them" &c. &c. 

" 3. By Baptism we are admitted into the Church, 
and consequently made members of Christ its Head. 
The Jews were admitted into the Church by Circum- 
cision ; so are the Christians by Baptism ; for, a^ many 
as are baptized into Christ, in His name, have thereby 
put on Christ; (Gal. iii. 27.) that is, are mystically united 
to Christ, and made one with Him ; for, by one Spirit we 
are all baptized into one body; (1 Cor. xii. 13.) namely, 
the Church, the body of Christ," &c. &c. 

"4. By Baptism we, who were by nature children of 
wrath, are made the children of God. And this Begene- 
ration, which our Church in so many places ascribes to 
Baptism, is more than barely being admitted into the 
Church, though commonly connected therewith ; being 
grafted into the body of Christ's Church, we are made 
the children of God by adoption and grace. This is 
grounded on the plain words of our Lord, (John iii. 5.) 

* Except a man be bom of water and of the Spirit, he 
cannot enter into the kingdom of God.' By water then, 
as a means, the water of Baptism, we are regenerated, 
or BDrn again : whence it is also called by the Apostle, 

* The washing of Kegeneration.' Our Church therefore 
ascribes no greater virtue to Baptism, than Christ 
Himself has done," &c. &c. 

Each of these heads, or topics, is very clearly and 
convincingly enforced and illustrated by Mr. Wesley 

D 
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from the Holy Scriptures. He afterwards goes on to 
give a perspicuous and very able defence of Infant 
Baptism. The whole Treatise is well worthy of 
perusals 
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Ephes. iv. 3* 

Endeavouring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond 

of peace. 

The passage of Scripture appointed for the 
Epistle of this day is very short, but contains a 
great deal of most useful smd interesting prac^ 
tical instruction. It may be advisable for you 
to turn to it in your Prayer Books now, and to 
look it over again in the course of the evening 
at your own homes, for the purpose of impress- 
ing upon your memories the salutary lessons 
which it conveys. 

St Paul introduces his admonition to practical 
holiness, by reminding the Ephesians of his 
own situation ; " I therefore, the prisoner of 
the Lord, beseech you." 

The Apostle appears at this time to have 
been in confinement at Rome^ to have been 
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suffering those bonds, and that imprisonment, 
to which he so boldly exposed himself, and 
which he so often actually endured for the sake 
of the Gospel. He calls himself " the prisoner 
of the Lord," because it was for the Lord's sake, 
and in the Lord's ser^'ice, that he suffered this 
persecution, that he was, as he says in the con- 
cluding chapter of this Epistle, '^ an ambassador 
in bonds/' He could not well have given them 
a stronger evidence of his own sincerity, and 
zeal, in the cause in which he was engaged, 
than his suffering for it. In the beginning of 
the foregoing chapter, he alludes in the same 
manner to his imprisonment, and adds an ad- 
ditional motive, why the Ephesians should com- 
ply with his exhortations. " I Paul," says he, 
•* the prisoner of Jesus Christ for you Gentiles." 
St. Paul was peculiarly the A[)ostle of the 
Gentiles, and it was his boldness in this cause, 
and in asserting the admission of the Gentiles 
to equal privileges with the Jews, that drew 
upon him much of the persecution which he 
encountered, and which in particular occasioned 
his being violently seized by the Jews, and 
accused by them before the Roman Governors, 
who, in succession, were entrusted with the com- 
mand over their country. 
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It was therefore for the sake of the Gentiles, 
among wliom the Ephesians were numbered, 
that St. Paul was now a prisoner. This con- 
sideration was calculated to work upon the best 
feelings of their nature, upon their compassion, 
their gratitude, their love, their admiration; — 
compassion for a fellow-creature in a state of 
suffering; gratitude and love to one suffering in 
their cause ; admiration for the behaviour of a 
man prepared to encounter every thing for the 
sake of the truth, for the sake of the Gospel. 

By these prevailing considerations, St. Paul 
beseeches them. He does not use any imperious 
terms of command, though, as he says in another 
place, he might be ''much bold in Christ to 
enjoin,'' that which is convenient, but he begs 
and entreats as for some personal favour to be 
done to hitnself. And what is it that St. Paul 
thus earnestly beseeches? what is it that he 
wishes the consideration of his sufferings to 
prevail upon them to do? Simply, to "walk 
worthy of the vocation wherewith they were 
called;'' to live as become Christians, to live 
80 as to be happy here, and happy to all 
eternity. 

We are often, in common life, called upon to 
behave in such a manner as becomes us ; to do 
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nothing which is unbefitting our station in 
society, and the character which we wish to 
maintain among men. Young people, especially^ 
are frequently admonished that such or such 
behaviour is unbecoming , is unworthy of them. 
Similar admonitions abound in the Scriptures. 
Thus St. Paul says to the Philippians, " Only 
let your conversation," your manner of living, 
that is, your conduct, " be such as becometh the 
Gospel of Christ." He prays for the Colossians, 
that " they might walk worthy of the Lord unto 
all pleasing." He exhorts the Thessalonians, 
that they would " walk worthy of God, who hath 
called them unto His kingdom and glory." 
And so here, by the prevailing consideration of 
his own suflFerings, he entreats, he beseeches, 
the Ephesians "to walk worthy of the vocation 
wherewith they were called." 

The vocation — that is, the calling — of a Chris- 
tian is a high and holy calling. He is called 
to the knowledge of God, and to the glorious 
privileges of the Gospel ; he is called to be 
ranked among the adopted children of the Most 
High, to be an inheritor of the Kingdom of 
Heaven. In order to walk as becomes, as is 
worthy of, this high calling, we must strive to 
walk in all holiness, and godliness of living* 
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** As he who hath called you is holy, so be ye 
holy in all manner of conversation;" and again^ 
*' Let every one that nameth the name of 
Christ/' that is, called a Christian, and bears a 
Christian name, "depart from iniquity," from 
all iniquity without exception. 

But, in what instances in particular are the 
Ephesians here exhorted to walk worthily of 
their Christian profession? What are the par- 
ticular virtues, the particular graces of character, 
which St. Paul, in the passage before us, beseeches 
them — and us — to cultivate ? Humility ^ meek- 
ness^ long-suffering y benevolence^ and harmony. 
" I therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech 
you, that ye walk worthy of the vocation 
wherewith ye are called, with all lowliness and 
meekness, with long-suffering, forbearing one 
another in love ; endeavouring to keep the 
unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace." 
Such are the qualities, such the virtues, which 
St. Paul recommends as especially deserving 
the attention of one who wishes to be a Chris- 
tian indeed. And certainly with good reason. 
Humility and meekness are the virtues which 
his divine Master peculiarly enforced by His 
precepts, and from His own example. These 
are the virtues with which He begins His 
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Sermon on the Mount. And when He says, 
" Take my yoke upon you, and learn of Me ; 
it follows, " for I am meek, and lowly of heart. 
Lowliness of mind, or humility, is inculcated in 
the Scriptures both of the Old and of the New 
Testament, as the disposition which is most 
pleasing in the sight of God. "Even to this 
man will I look, saith the Lord ; even to him 
that is poor, and of a contrite spirit, and 
trembleth at my word * :" and again, " The 
Lord resisteth the proud, but giveth grace to 
the lowly." And thus in the words of our 
Saviour, in the Gospel of the day, " Whosoever 
exalteth himself shall be abased, and he that 
humbleth himself shall be exalted." Pride 
indisposes a man to submit himself to God, 
or to receive the humiliating doctrines of the 
Gospel; and, at the same time, is the source 
of almost all the angry passions, which dis- 
turb the peace and well-being of society, and 
make a man a torment both to himself and 
to all about him. " Only of pride cometh con- 
tention." Pride makes a man touchy, and ready 
to take offence at every thing ; it fills him with 
uneasiness at any apparent want of respect in 
those about him, punctilious in requiring all 

* Isaiah Ixvi. 2. 
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outward expressions of regard, and harsh and 
implacable towards those by whose behaviour 
he feels himself affronted. On the other hand, 
the man who has a lowly opinion of himself, of 
his own worth, and his own attainments, is 
secured from the evil and turbulent passions 
by which the proud man is actuated. Humility 
disposes him to be patient and resigned under 
afflictions, and thankful for whatever blessings 
are bestowed upon him; with respect to the 
former, he acknowledges that he is punished 
less than his iniquities have deserved ; and 
with regard to the latter, he attributes all to 
the unmerited goodness and mercy of God. 
The same lowly disposition makes him feel the 
need in which he stands of a Redeemer and 
Mediator, and deeply thankful for the salvation 
offered to him. And in his intercourse with his 
fellow-creatures, it renders him meek, backward 
to take offence, and patient and long-suffering 
under the injuries and insults which may be 
really offered him. He feels that he does not 
deserve regard and deference, and is not angry 
or affronted when they are withheld from him. 
And from the same temper and disposition he 
is ready to forgive injuries ; to comply with the 
admonition of the Apostle, to '^ forbear one 
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another, and forgive one another, if any man 
have a quarrel against any;" or, as it is in the 
passage before us, " forbearing one another in 
love." Humility removes most of the strongest 
hindrances to mutual love and good-will, and 
clears the way for acquiring that temper, which 
is the genuine fruit of Christianity, for putting 
on " charity, which is the bond of perfectness," 
and which above all things ought to be the object 
of our wishes, our endeavours^ and our prayers. 

" Endeavouring to keep the unity of the 
Spirit in the bond of peace." The Apostle here 
inculcates a diligent, earnest, and constant en- 
deavour to preserve and keep, to support and 
maintain, the unity of the Spirit^ that is, an 
union of heart and spirit, an unity of faith and 
doctrine, an unity of judgment and affection, 
amongst all the professors of Christianity. 

There is nothing which the Apostles recom- 
mend with more earnestness than the pre- 
servation of a spirit of harmony among those, 
who by any circumstances are thrown together, 
and a freedom from divisions and dissensions. 
And as this harmony, this unity or oneness, is 
to be maintained with respect to all other con- 
cerns, so especially with respect to religion, the 
most important concern of all. When our 
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blessed Lord just before His deatb implored 
the blessing of His Father upon His chosen 
followers, one great subject of His prayers was, 
that they, and all Christians in future ages, 
might be preserved in a spirit of unity; that 
they might not be separated and divided among 
themselves by a spirit of dissent and disunion. 
" Neither pray I for these alone, but for them 
also which shall believe on Me through their 
word; that they all may be one; as Thou, 
Father, art in Me, and I in Thee, that they 
also may be one in us\"- You may remember 
how anxiously St. Paul cautions the Corinthians 
against dissent and division in religion. " Now 
I beseech you, brethren, by the name of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all speak the same 
thing, and that there be no divisions among 
you; but that ye be perfectly joined together 
in the same mind, and in the same judgment \" 
You may remember, that while these Corinthians 
professed, some to follow one preacher, and 
some another ; while one said, " I am of Paul, 
and another, I am of Apollos^;" they were 
pronounced by the Apostle to be carnal, and 
" to walk like men ;" mere, sinful men, instead 

^ John xvii. 20, 21. * 1 Cor. i. 10. * I Cor. iii. 
8,4. 
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of being like real Christians. You remember, 
that he classes schism^ that is, division, dissent, 
in religion, among the works of the flesh ; those 
works of the flesh which are inconsistent with the 
Christian character ; and that he also solemnly 
charges the Christian converts at Rome to mark 
those '^ that cause divisions or schisms, and to 
avoid them*." 

My brethren, I am persuaded that none of 
you who hear me will be offended at my pressing 
upon you these words of St. Paul. We pray 
almost every Sunday • to be delivered from 
schism^ that is, division in religion; and we 
know that schism is one of the works of the 
flesh. I feel it right again to say a few words 
of the impropriety of members of the Church 
of England going to a dissenting meeting 
house. I say, members of the Church of 
England ; for I am not now speaking at all of 
those, who have been brought up as dissenters 
from their youth. I am sensible, that many of 
those members of the Church of England who 
do go to dissenting meeting houses, go there 
in the simplicity and ignorance of their hearts. 
They go, they say, merely to hear that which is 
good, and that it does not signify where, or 

e Bom. xvi. 17» 
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from whom, they hear it; they like a teacher of 
their own choosing, instead of him who is 
regularly appointed over them to watch for their 
souls. I would beg such persons to consider, 
that those who set up a meeting house, cannot 
do it at all without in the first place declaring 
themselves to be. dissenters from the Church of 
England. Consequently, all who go to such 
meeting act like dissenters, and do in some 
degree profess to be dissenters. Instead of 
avoiding those who cause divisions in the 
Church, as we are taught by St. Paul, they 
encourage them. Instead of submitting, as they 
were instructed in the Catechism, in spiritual 
things to their spiritual pastor, the regular 
Clergyman under whose ministry the Providence 
of God has placed them, they put themselves in 
direct opposition against him. Instead of com- 
plying with the advice of the Apostle, " Obey 
them that have" spiritual " rule over you, and 
submit yourselves, for they watch for your souls 
as they that must give account, that they may 
do it with joy, and not with grief;" and again, 
'^ Let a man so account of us as of the ministers 
of Christ, and stewards of the mysteries of God;" 
they seem to think, that any stranger who thinks 
proper to come among them has as good a right 
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to their attention as their regular minister, and 
instead of hearing their spiritual pastor, they 
rather number themselves with those of whom 
the Apostle speaks, as " heaping to themselves 
teachers, having itching ears." I wish such men 
would consider, whether such conduct is not 
directly contrary to Scripture, contrary to that 
spirit of humility and unity, which the Scripture 
recommends. 

It had not been my intention to enter so 
much upon this subject, but 1 was led to it by 
the Epistle of the day, and especially by that 
verse of it which bids us ^^ endeavour to keep 
the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace." 

And attend, my brethren, to the affecting 
considerations which St. Paul makes use of for 
enforcing this exhortation to unity, this caution 
against divisions and dissent: ^^ There is one 
body," says he, " and one Spirit, even as ye are 
called in one hope of your calling : one Lord, 
one Faith, one Baptism, one God and Father 
of all, who is above all, and through all, and in 
you all." 

There is one body. The figurative or mys- 
tical body of Christ is the Church. Let us not 
rend and tear asunder that one body by dis- 
sensions and divisions, or be accessary to the 
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separation of any of its members from that 
common head, or from each other. 

There is one Spirit; even the Spirit of holi- 
ness. Among " the fruits of that Spirit," are 
" love, joy, peace^ long-suJflTering, and gentle- 
ness." Let us not grieve that Spirit by depart- 
ing from unity; let us not, instead of bringing 
forth its proper fruits, dishonour it by encou- 
raging strife and variance. 

Again, we ''are called in one hope of our 
calling." Let us endeavour to proceed on 
together towards the attainment of that hope, 
united in the bond of holy fellowship and 
Christian harmony. 

There is one Lord. And let not those who 
pretend to acknowledge one common Lord and 
Master, disturb their own peace and the quiet 
of the family of Christ, by dissensions with their 
fellow-servants, by being split into parties and 
factions. 

There is one faithy even that faith, " where- 
unto ye were baptized, and wherein ye stand." 
'' Hold fast the profession of that faith without 
wavering," and take heed that you do not make 
shipwreck of faith and a good conscience, by 
being carried about " by every wind of doc- 
trine." 
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There is one Baptism; the Baptism which 
was administered to you in infancy by one of 
those ministers of Christ, and stewards of the 
mysteries of God, who humbly trust that they 
have had authority to preacli and to administer 
the Sacraments^ handed down to them in regular 
succession from the time of the Apostles. Let 
not those who have been united together by so 
near, so intimate, a bond of union, become 
wilfully disunited from each other, and from 
that Church, into which they were by Baptisna 
received. 

There is one God and Father of all ; and lei 
His true servants and worshippers be one also, 
one in heart, one in doctrine, one in worship and 
religious ordinances. 

My brethren, let us reflect seriously upon the 
whole of this passage. We have been called 
with a high and holy calling, have been ad- 
mitted to glorious hopes and exalted privileges. 
Let our tempers and behaviour, our words and 
our actions, be " such as become our vocation," 
such as become Christians. Let us turn our 
thoughts to that state of darkness and sin, out 
of which the Gospel has called us, and to that 
dreadful hell, deliverance from which it offers, 
and let us direct our attention to the hope set 
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before us, that endless happiness and glory, of 
which we are invited to partake, and then con- 
sider whether we have not abundant reason for 
endeavouring that our " conversation may be 
such as becometh the Gospel of Christ." We 
should aim at universal obedience, at holiness 
in all manner of conversation; but especially 
we should remember, that both our Lord and 
His Apostles admonish to shew that we are 
Christians indeed, by living "with all low- 
liness and meekness, with long-suffering, for- 
beaiing one another in love," by avoiding all 
strife and dissension, and endeavouring con- 
stantly and steadily *'to keep the unity of tlie 
Spuit in the bond of peace." 
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THE CHURCH-FORSAKER. 



Right glad was Thomas Steadman, when he 
found himself again settled in his native village^ 
and in the very cottage in which he first drew 
breath. He had served for many years in the 

regiment of foot, in which, from his good 

conduct, he had risen to the rank of Serjeant. 

A severe wound, received at the battle of 
Toulouse, which at one period almost led the 
surgeon to despair of his life, had produced the 
salutary effect, of inducing him to reflect much 
more seriously than he had ever reflected before, 
upon the solemn truths of religion. These 
good impressions had been strengthened by the 
assistance of the Chaplain; who, in some of the 
conversations which they held, had found it ex- 
pedient to caution him against being led astray 
by the well-meant endeavours of one of his 
comrades, whose zeal towards God was not 
exactly according to knowledge; whose reli- 
gion, in short, was a little tinged with enthu- 
siasm. 



54 THE CHURCH-FORSAKER. 

His term of service having expired, Steadman 
returned home, wishing to spend the remainder 
of his days among those who had been the com- 
panions of his youth. He was unmarried, but 
his mother was still living. Though far advanced 
in years, she retained considerable bodily activity^ 
together with the perfect use of her memory, and 
the other faculties of the mind. 

Steadman's cottage stood just in the outskirts 
of the pleasant village of Hollyboum. In front 
of it was a considerable extent of closely-fed 
turf, to which the young villagers, when the 
labours of the day were over, were in the habit 
of resorting for cricket, or whatever pastime hap- 
pened to be in fashion ; and both the cottage 
and the green were, sheltered from the north by 
a double row of lofty elms. 

One fine Sunday morning, in the summer, 
Steadman was sitting on the bench near his 
cottage door, meditating on the goodness of 
God, which had preserved him from so many 
dangers, and waiting till *^ the cheerful music of 
the Sabbath-bell" should summon him to Church, 
when his attention was arrested by five or six 
of his neighbours, who, in their Sunday-clothes, 
were walking from the village towards the mar- 
ket town of Sallowbury. They were labouring 
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men, whom he recollected as being men of good 
character, and four of them, at least, regular in 
their attendance at Church. " Hollo ! my 
friends," he said, " why, which way are you 
going? It will soon be Church time." — " That 
may be," replied Robert Waver, " but we don't 
go to Church now; we are going to Meeting." 
— " To Meeting ! why, what crime has Mr. 
Barton been guilty of, or what offence has he 
given youy that you thus desert his ministry ?" 
— " No offence in particular, that I know of," 
replied Tim Clinker, *^ only we like Mr. Newlin 
better. We began to grow tired of Mr. Barton ; 
and Mr. Newlin is such a fine man ! He preaches 
and prays all without book ; and it quite does 
one's heart good to hear him." — " Well," 
answered Steadman, ^* I own I am surprised, 
and sorry too, to hear this. Waver, I know, 
had always rather a hankering after the Meet- 
ingers ; but you, Tim, are one of the last men I 
should have suspected of thus flying in the face 
of your Clergyman. I remember, many years 
ago, you used to be very attentive to his ser- 
mons, and I thought that you and your family 
had received many little acts of kindness at his 
band." 

" \ don't know what you mean," replied 
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Clinker, rather sulkily, " hy flying in the Par- 
son's face. A man's at liberty to go where be 
likes to hear the Gospel preached; and whether 
we go to Church, or go to Meeting, makes no 
difference to Mr. Barton." 

" No difference ? — To be sure it makes no 
difference to his income ; but no man, however 
humble, likes to be treated with disrespect." 

'* And how," said Tim, " do we treat Mr. 
Barton with disrespect, because we go to the 
Meeting ?" 

" I wonder," replied Steadman, " that you 
can ask such a question. You profess to go to 
Meeting to hear the Gospel. Is not that as 
much as to say that you cannot hear the Gospel 
in Church; and, consequently, that Mr. Barton 
is exposed to the woe which awaits those Minis- 
ters who preach not the Gospel? Any person 
of common sense and common feeling must 
reckon, that no man would quit the Church, in 
which he has been bred and brought up, with- 
out some strong reason. Your present conduct 
seems to say, as plainly as words can speak, 
that you think Mr. Barton so unfaithful a 
Minister of Christ, — so bad a man, — that you 
cannot continue under his ministry without 
danger to your soul. 



THE CHUBCH-FORSAEER. 57 

"These considerations, however, are merely 
personal to Mr. Barton, and comparatively of 
little consequence. I can shew you that your 
conduct is wrong on much higher grounds." 

" I don't know what you call higher grounds," 
answered Clinker ; " at all events, I am quite 
sure that you can 6nd nothing in Scripture 
against going to Meeting." 

" Don't you be too sure of that," said the 
Seijeant ; " I think I can bring from Scripture 
three or four plain proofs, that your conduct, in 
so doing, is wrong. You know, I suppose, the 
meaning of the word schism?'' 

" Schism? schism?" muttered Clinker, doubt- 
fully; " I can't say that I do." 

" Well then," resumed Steadman, " I'll tell 
you. Schism is a word used by St. Paul to the 
Corinthians. It means the same as division, — 
division or separation in matters of religion ; 
and is spoken of by St. Paul as a sin. When 
you used to go to Church, you prayed in the 
Litany that God would deliver you from the sin 
of schism, as well as from heresy." 

" I never thought about praying against 
either," said Clinker. 

" The more then were you to blame. Men 
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won*t take any pains to understand the prayers 
of the Church ; they won't even attend to them ; 
and then find fault with the Prayer Book. The 
fault lies entirely with themselves. However, as 
I was saying, schism means division in religion. 
There was a schism at Corinth when the people 
were divided into parties^ and some followed one 
preacher, and some another; when one said, ' I 
am of Paul/ and another, * I of Apollos,' and 
another, ^ I of Cephas.' You make a division 
or schism here, when you break off from the 
religion in which you were brought up, and run, 
some after one preacher, some after another, just 
as your fancy leads you. Now schism, you must 
know, is spoken of by St. Paul as a sin ; as a 
mark that a man is carnal; that is, not in a 
thoroughly Christian state. 

'* When men are engaged together in follow- 
ing one common object of importance, in which 
the success of either does not hinder, but rather 
help forward the other, that common object forms 
a bond of union. Religion is an object of the 
greatest importance that can be; and when men 
are united in religion, and walk together in the 
house of Godf it forms a bond of union of the 
best description* When a man breaks that bond, 
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and j9ies off after a religion and a preacher of his 
own choosing, the feeling of union, of friendliness, 
is naturally somewhat weakened. 

" Schism is the breaking, the rending asunder, 
of the unity or oneness of the Church. The pre- 
servation of the unity of His followers, was one 
great object of the prayer of our Lord just 
before He suffered. He besought His Father 
that they all might be one, as ThoUy Father^ art 
in Me, and I in Thee, that they all may be one 
in iLS. And the first Christians were thus 
united : they continued with one accord, in one 
place; they lifted up their voice to God with 
one accord; the multitude oj them that believed 
were of one heart and one soul. Soon, however, 
as we find from the Apostles, divisions began to 
creep in among them. Against such division 
St. Paul anxiously warns them : Now I beseech 
you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, that ye all speak the same thing, and 
that there be no divisions — no schisms — among 
you ; that ye be perfectly joined together in the 
same mind, and in the same judgment. He 
begins those practical directions, which make 
up the last three chapters of the Epistle to the 
Ephesians, with a beautiful and pathetic ex- 
hortation to unity. /, the prisoner of the Lord, 



60 THE CHDRCH-PORSAKER. 

beseech you, that ye walk worthy of the vocation 
wherewith ye are called; endeavouring to keep 
the unity of the spirit in the bond of peace. 
There i$ one body, and one spirit, even as ye 
are called in one hope of your calling; one 
Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and 
Father of all. Only mind how often the word 
one is here repeated, and every time it is used, 
it furnishes an additional reason against schism 
or division. Can you then wonder that schism is 
spoken of as a siu, and that the same St. Paul 
should say to the Homans, Now I beseeech you, 
brethren, mark them which cause divisions among 
you, and avoid them ?" 

" I own," said Clinker, " that I never thought 
of this before ; but surely you will allow, that 
in what you call the Church, there are many 
profane, ungodly people, and I don't like to 
seem to join in prayer with them." 

" Ah ! Tim," rejoined Steadman, " but who 
art thou, that judgest another man's servant? 
You speak and act in the very spirit of the 
Pharisees, who reckoned all who were not of 
their own party, as not good enough for them, 
and separated themselves as people of superior 
holiness. You know how they were treated by 
Jesus Christ. If you attend to the words of 
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Christ and of the Apostles, you will know that 
rash judging and censoriovsness — a readiness to 
find fault with our neighbours — is spoken of by 
them in pretty severe terms. A real Christian 
is humble; he thinks ill of himself, and as 
favourably as he can of every one else. Charity^ 
you know, hopeth all things, and helieveth all 
things; charity thinketh no evil, and is not 
puffed up. I am ai'raid that, in some of you 
who quit the Church for the Meeting-house, 
there is more of self-conceit and spiritual pride 
than you are aware of. You say, that among 
those who go to Church, some are profane and 
ungodly. It may be so. We are taught by 
Scripture to expect, that in the outward visible 
Church the bad will still be mingled with the 
good. The Church is likened by our Lord 
Himself to a fisherman's net cast into the sea, 
which gathered of every kind, the bad as well as 
the good. It is likened to a field, in which tares 
and wheat grow together. The servants were for 
rooting up the tares at once; but the master said. 
Let both grow together till the harvest. At the 
harvest, — at the day of judgment, — the grand 
separation between bad and good will be finally 
made. So again, you know, Tim, that Noah's 
ark is spoken of in Scripture as representing 
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the Church. In the ark^ the clean heasts and 
the unclean were received together. If the 
clean beasts had taken it into their heads that 
they would not travel in the same vessel with 
the unclean^ and had jumped overboard, what 
would have become of them ? No, Tim ; pray 
for the amendment of the bad, and do what you 
can in prudence to amend them yourself; but 
do not set yourself up for a judge; and do not 
make their presence in the Church a pretence 
for your running away from it, and thus falling 
into the sin of schism. 

"And as in quitting the Church you are 
guilty of schism, so you are in some danger of 
being led into heresy" — 

" But we can't stop here all day to hear you 
talk," cried Waver. " Come along, Tim." And 
away they went. 

Clinker felt a little awkwardish at what 
Steadman had said to him, but could not at 
once bring himself to own it. He felt tied to 
his present companions by the spirit of party, 
and could not make up his mind to break from 
them; he, however, secretly determined to have 
some more conversation with Steadman in the 
evening, after he returned from the Meeting. 
Steadman was grieved to see these symptoms 
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of disunion in the village, and prayed fervently 
that his neighbours might be delivered from 
heresy and schism, that they might be kept in 
unity of peace, as well as in righteousness of life« 

When he and his mother had finished their 
dinner, after morning service, Steadman asked 
her how all this change came about. " When 
I went away," he said, " there was not a Dis- 
senter in the parish; and, from what I remember 
of Mr. Barton, I should not have thought him 
a likely man to occasion dissent. His preaching 
seemed generally liked, though some, I believe, 
thought he spoke a little too plainly. He 
appeared to be glad to visit the sick, and to 
catch at any opportunity of throwing in a word 
of religious advice or caution ; and he used to 
spend pounds on pounds — some hundreds of 
pounds, I dare say, by this time — ^in putting 
the children to school. I believe, too, that it 
was very seldom that a parishioner applied to 
him for assistance which was in his power, 
without his being ready to give it." 

'^ All that you say," replied his mother, " is 
very true ; but you shall hear. The Dissenters 
several times tried to get a footing in the place, 
and Mr. Barton felt it his duty to caution his 
congregation against them." 
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" I suppose," said Steadman, " he launched 
out against them pretty violently ?" 

" Far from it," replied the old woman ; " he 
did not attack the regular Dissenters at all; he 
acted entirely on the defensivey and only tried 
to keep his own flock from straying. He gently 
told them, that they would do wrong if they 
suffered themselves to be led away from the 
Church; giving reasons from Scripture for 
what he said. This, however, offended the 
Dissenters ; they called it, I beUeve, persecu- 
tion, and were the more bent upon trying to 
establish themselves here. About this time, 
the Home Missionary Society" — 

"The Home Missionary Society!" rejoined 
the son. " I thought that society had been 
established, according to their own language, 
to evangelize benighted places^ which had no 
other means of spiritual instruction. I dare say, 
that in this village there is a good deal of igno- 
rance and a good deal of sin, — there is too much 
of both every where ; but with a regular Minister, 
constantly resident, and constantly at work, I 
should not have thought it exactly the sort ot 
plac^ that they would have fixed upon, as espe- 
cially requiring their interference." 

" Why, as for that," said old Mrs. Steadman, 
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" from what I hear of the proceedings of this 
Society, they seem to have rather a fancy for 
villages where the Clergyman has been working 
hard to fix some serious impressions of religion." 

" In short," answered the son, " other men 
laboured, and they enter upon their labours. 
This don't seem to me to be quite according to 
the practice of St. PauJ. He made a point of 
not going beyond his own line, lest he should 
enter on other men's labours. It is pretty clear, 
that he would not have approved of this way of 
sowing dissension and disunion in a parish. 
But, after all, how did they get footing here?" 

'* Why, in every place there will always be 
some people out of humour^ One man was 
offended with Mr. Barton for not speaking to 
the overseer to give him more relief; another 
quarrelled with him, because he would not give 
him a character for sobriety, when he knew that 
he was in the habit of getting drunk ; a third 
was sore, because his next door neighbour had 
received some gift, of which he had not partaken. 
This was quite sufficient. One of these mal- 
contents lent his cottage; the preacher came; 
several people went to hear him — ^^some from 
curiosity — some because they thought they 
could not hear too much of that which is good. 

F 
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Of these, many were taken by the novelty of the 
tiling, and by the extempore fluency of the 
preacher. For a time they attended both Church 
and Meeting, and then gave up the Church 
altogether." 

At this moment Mr. Barton, who had beeo 
to visit a sick parishioner, came to the door to 
inquire after the good old woman's health. He 
immediately recognised the Seijeant as an old 
acquaintance, and kindly congratulated him on 
his return home. After the first greeting was 
over, Steadman could not help recurring to the 
subject which had lately occupied his mind. 

" I am sorry, Sir," said he, " to find so many of 
my old neighbours disposed to turn Dissenters."" 
— " I am heartily sorry for it too," rejoined 
Mr. Barton ; " it certainly was not so formerly. 
1 then could look upon every inhabitant of the 
parish as a member of my spiritual flock. I 
then could say, in the words of the chief 
Shepherd — and on such a subject his words 
may, I trust, be applied without profaneness — 
/ know my sheep, and am knonm of mine. It 
was one fold, under one shepherd. There is 
hai'dly a more pleasing object of contemplation, 
than a parish united under its Minister, in 
one mind, and one doctiine, and walking in the 
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house of God as friends. The change which 

has taken place here is painfal and mortifying. 

In one of my hamlets — (in which, by the by, 

there are few families, for the daily schooling 

of whose children, in their turn, I have not 

paid out of my own pocket), — I really hardly 

know, sometimes, which I am to consider as of 

my own flock, and which have cast me o£f. 

Formerly, when I missed a man at Church, I 

used to be on the watch for some opportunity of 

admonishing him; but now they have a ready 

answer: * Oh, but I go to Meeting/ They look 

down upon me and my Ministry with disdain? 

and are ready to say in their hearts, Come not 

near to wie, for I am holier than thou. I am 

not aware that I have given any ground for 

their thus falling away. I am, indeed, conscious 

of numberless omissions and neglects, for which 

1 constantly humble myself in the sight of God ; 

but, humanly speaking, I do not think that my 

parishioners had any reason to complain of me ; 

still less do I think, that I had given cause for 

the interference of strangers. 

" However, when I entered the Ministry, I 
knew that I should have to encounter mortifi- 
cation, and opposition, and evil report. I knew 
that our Divine Master was deserted by many 
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of those who had been accustomed to listen to 
His preaching; and that the holy and zealous 
St Paul appears, from passages in his Epistles, 
to have felt that both himself and his teaching 
were treated by some of his converts with dis- 
respect. 

'* I often think of the words of Baxter, whose 
* Call to the Unconverted' most of the Meet- 
ingers are so fond of, (and a very good book it 
is.) He says, *lt is a hard thing, when we 
have spent our labour and lives to bring men to 
Christ, and have got them into a state of hope 
and forwardness, to be shortly after cast off by 
them as formalists or temporizers, or any thing 
that their sick fancies will call us.' His advice 
to us Ministers is very sound and good. ^ Look 
up to God, and take him for your God indeed. 
Rest in His love, and be satisfied in His appro- 
bation. Despise not men, nor lay any stum" 
hling-block before them; but as to your own 
interest in their esteem, (farther than God's 
service and their benefit requireth it,) account 
it but a shadow^ and a thing of nought: and say 
of it, as St. Paul, With me it is a very small 
thing to be judged of you or of man's judg- 
ment. For 1 have one that judgeth me, even 
the Lord.'" 
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Steadman entered thoroughly into Mr. Bar* 
ton's feelings on the subject, and was glad 
when in the evening he saw Clinker coming to 
his house. 

" There seemed/* said the latter, ** to be some- 
thing like reason in what you said to us this 
morning, though Waver called it all nonsense. 
I think I should like to have a little more talk 
with you." 

Steadman's mind was full of his conversation 
with Mr. Barton, and he first attacked Clinker 
on that ground. " You tisedy I think," said he, 
'* to consider Mr. Barton as your Minister ?" — 
** To be sure I did," replied the other j ** only 
lately I have liked Mr. Newlin's preaching 
better." — " And what right had you to cast off 
Mr. Barton? I know that you Meetingers 
make light of the Church Catechism ; but the 
duty of submitting in spiritual things to your 
spiritual Pastor, — the regular Clergyman under 
whose ministry Providence has placed you, — 
is a duty founded on Scripture. Obey them 
that have the rule over you, says St. Paul, and 
submit yourselves; for they watch for your souls 
as they that must give account. Mr. Barton, 
you own, was your Minister; as such, you 
owed him respect and submission in spiritual 
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things ; and I am at a loss to know what right 
you had to cast him oflf. St. Paul says again. 
Let a man so account of us as of the minis- 
ters of Christy and stewards of the mysteries of 
God. Do you think that these words have no 
meaning now-a-days? If they have any mean- 
ing, surely they are more applicable to a Minis- 
ter regularly ordained, and appointed to watch 
over a particular portion of the flock of Christ, 
than to a stranger who thinks proper to come 
into another man's line, contrary to the advice 
and practice of St. Paul. We beseech you, 
brethren, says St. Paul, in another place, to know 
them who labour among you, and are over you 
in the Lord, and admonish you ; and to esteem 
them very highly in love for their worlds sake. 
Now Mr. Barton was over the people of this 
parish in the Lord, and laboured among you, 
and admonished you. It is hard that you should 
cast him off for a stranger, as Mr. Newlin was 
when you first went after him. Indeed, I believe 
many of the Meetingers are ready to run after 
any preacher who chooses to hold forth to 
them. In short, Tim, I reckon that you are 
acting directly contrary to the passages of 
Scripture which I have mentioned, and to 
many others to the same effect/' 
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" But," said Clinker, " you told me this 
morning that I was in danger of being led 
into heresy; what did you mean by that? — 
What is a heretic ?" 

"A heretic," replied Steadman, " I take to be 
a man, who, of his own choice, and by his own 
fault, embraces some false doctrine in religion, 
in a matter of importance. I say a matter of 
importance, because on lesser points there always 
will be, and there lawfully may be, differences of 
opinion," 

^* But how," rejoined Clinker, " can there be 
any danger of heresy, when a man keeps close to 
Scripture ? Mr. Newlin always brings Scripture 
for what he says, and so do the other preachers 
that we have at the different Meeting-houses." 

" There are," answered Steadman, ^* I am 
sorry to say, some hundreds of different sects in 
religion, all of which pretend to have Scripture 
on their side ; and a man who can talk fluently 
and readily, can easily bring forward the words 
of Scripture, so as to make an ignorant and 
unlearned man think that he h^ Scripture on 
his side. Now it is plain that these many 
different sects and opinions can't be all right. 
If one is right, the others must be wrong. 
Those that are rvrong^ bring forward the words 
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of Scripture, but misunderstand and misapply 
them. To understand Scripture rightly, a man 
must not only consider a few words alone, but 
must attend to what goes before and what 
comes after ; must know on what occasion the 
words were spoken or written, and many other 
circumstances. If you would well understand 
a verse, you must read the whole chapter ; and, 
generally speaking, you will not well understand 
the chapter, unless you have some knowledge of 
the book or writing, of which it forms part. 
Matters of practice and duty are generally plain 
and clear ; but in order to judge of doctrine, it 
is often necessary to compare spiritual things 
with spirittml; to explain one part of Scripture 
bv another, and to take into consideration a 
number of particulars relating to the time, the 
country, and the language of the writer. 

** The Prayer-Book gives us the sense in 
which the Scriptures are understood by the 
Church of England. Here we have something 
to stick tOy amidst all the variety of opinions we 
hear of around us ; and I am persuaded, that 
an humble Christian who keeps to that will 
be safe. If a Clergyman does not preach 
according to the Prayer-Book, he is not a 
faithful Minister of the Church of England. 
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Among the Meetingers, one preacher may 
preach one doctrine, and another something 
else^ and nobody, that I know of, has a right 
to find fault with him. There seems to be no 
rule to go by. They all, it is true, pretend to 
quote Scripture; but one takes the words in 
one sense, another in a different sense; and 
perhaps a third is merely led by the sound, 
without attending to the meaning at all." 

** Why I must own," said Clinker, " that I 
have witnessed a little of the different manner 
of applying Scripture, which you speak of." 

" Our regiment," resumed Steadman, " was 
for some time quartered at Nottingham. A 
corporal in our company was very fond of going 
to Meeting, and of running down those who 
stuck to the Church, as men of no religion. 
The more fluently a preacher spoke, and the 
more vehement he was in his manner, the better 
he liked him. It seemed, however, that he 
knew very little about what they taught. In 
short, he was carried about with every wind of 
doctrine; one day an Independent, then a Cal- 
vinist, by and by a Wesleyan, then even a 
Socinian, according as the preacher happened 
to suit his fancy at the moment. And this, 
Tim, I fear will be the case with you, unless 
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you return to the sound, sober, practical religion 
of the Church, which you have thoughtlessly 
deserted." 

" You talk," said Clinker, *' a great deal about 
the Prayer-Book, but don't you know that the 
Meetingers find great fault with it ?" 

" The Prayer-Book," replied Steadman, 
" though the greater part of it consists of the 
very words of Scripture, is to a certain degree 
a human composition, and no human work is 
quite perfect. There may be one or two things, 
which even I might wish were otherwise. But 
I look upon it as a compilation of uncommon 
excellence. Its whole spirit is entirely Scriptural. 
It every where sets forth to us the death of 
Christ, as the means of our obtaining pardon and 
acceptance with God; and directs us to the 
aids of the Holy Spirit, to enable us to amend 
our lives, and to walk in all newness and 
holiness of living. Too many persons are in 
the habit of listening to the Church Service 
as a mere form. If they would attend to it 
in good earnest, they would need little more 
instruction to fit them for heaven. Whatever 
the sermon may be, the Prayer-Book w^ould 
keep them right, and safe; it would indeed 
teach them all that they are required to believe 
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and to do for their souls' health ; and at the 
same time would animate and give fitting ex- 
pression to their devotional feelings. 

" No, Tim, believe me, that the causeless 
desertion of the Liturgy, and of the Church of 
England, is not a light matter. I have shewn 
you, that by so deserting you are guilty of 
schism; and if you should be led into any 
dangerous error ; if you should end, — as I 
believe many people do, after being carried 
about with every wind of doctrine, — if, I say, 
you should end in having no religion at all, the 
mischief will be of your own seeking." 
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